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T is a very . 10 N hay 


the face of things around us, 


Prelate [4] of your Church, who thus paints 
and/ laments the completion of the times. 

* An open diſregard to Religion is be- 
„come, through a | variety of unhappy 
* cauſes, the diſtinguiſhing character of the 
«4 preſent age. This evil is grown to a great 
„% height in the metropolis of the nation; 
* is daily ſpreading through every part of it; 
* bringing in ſuch aubtuteneſb and con- 


* 


(4 Archbiſhop Secker. bbs PP 
A 2 « tempf 


becomes a more juſt picture of 


which was drawn by a late great 


141 


tempt: ofoprigeiptsiin the higher part of 
vcthe world, and nuch profligate inter 
peranee and fearleſſneſt of ubmmitting 
« crimes in the lower, as miuſt, 3 
N torrent, of implety ſtop not, become ab 
„ folutely fatal: And GOD knows far from 
Aci it teceives, #hrovghyther ill de- 
*, ſigns; of ſome, and the, Ny apo 
btb cb 56 ingreaſea , 5 880 
1% Cbriſtianity is now zidiculed and railed 
«at with very little reſetve ; and the Laune 
«+ ersfof\- without any at all. Diſtegard 
10 0 publig worſhip: and inſttuction: hath 
linareaſed ai many aces grown prejudiced 
Klagainſt Religion; many mare indifferent 
SH about it. Theemiſſaries af the Church 
to Rome have begun to ſeap gteat hal veſts 
tim the field, Which hath thus been pre: 
Hapartd for them.; jaslolv agen 
0 This melancholy; ſtate, of things (his 
«| Lordſhip: proceeds) calls loudly upon us 
«(the Clergy) to correct our miſtakes; to 
1% ſupply our deficienoies; and earneſtly to 


_£bkg of Go, that he would direct the 


Sbeaxts af thoſe h preſide over the 
% public welfare, and humbly to repreſent 


_ W on Al ä the de- 
rurncß | | « clining 


- ESJ 
* cliningeſtate of religion antb thenims 
_ **partanee: and the means of | preſerving 
iti Theſe things are unqueſtionable 
_ Stikiities Irn e wok ee ad eee 
lt is from a deep fenſe-of this? duty that 
I preſume thus to addreſs your Lordſhips; 
and humbly to ſuggeſt ſome ocvaſign; of this 
ſpreading evil, which ſeem note to have 
been ſo thoroughly and ſo ſeriouſly ad vert 


know the cauſe of a diſeaſe in che body 
politic 48 welll as natural; is the. firſtiſteꝑ to 
its cure. Ide cauſes of the preſent pre- 
vailing Heptiviſm are, no doubt, compli- 
cated : und various. The ſtrictueſt of the 
briſtian motals, and the reſtraint which 
the CLeſpel lays upon the corrupt appetites 
of men, is, probably, a chief cauſe f ſome 
men's violent. oppoſition to it. Butithere 
Are, my Lords, I apprehend, a variety of 
inferior cauſes, Mencet the Golpeliocalls 


them, which , co-operate and help it om; 


Heners, which confirm greatly men's pre- 
udices againſt CMRISTIANITY j and: which 
ſtrongly tempt, and ſeem to warrant, their 
treating things reputed ſacred with much 
drollery and ridicule: offences, vchich are 


nd, * found, 


ed to, as their i importance deſerves. To 
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77 1 580 bak 1 
Ny I. b a 30 my 1 Lotds, Ok with the 
ſedom of a Ghrifian,. to expaſſalate on 
chjs ſubject? ? /Thigs-evidently ſeem.t9 draw 
ae his Lordchip above-obſerxes, to a danger 
gency of affairs preſſes, a liberty: of ſpeech 
may with, ſome confidence be claimed. 
WII your I ordſhips hen indulge me, whilt 
win no greater ffeedom than the great 
dangen el the cauſe ſeems plainly to require, 
Tendervour to point out /ame things, which 
bang as a portenteus weight upon the cauſe 
of QURISTLANFDY)/ and are ſonie- ofthe 
Fathli Bones, at. ; which! the cp, o the 
prefear age ſtumble, . dangerouſly; ſtumble, 
and ſometimes grievouſiy fall. Je it impoſſie 
Ble, we are told, But offences \ will come „ 
but 2000! fo that' man, woe to that church. i 
bom. the offence cometh l. A Fray At 1 
rest, it muſt, be owned, | cg Felicity 
nation. in having kid many of its 8 
$a Clergy, 7. whoſe le earning ang w who 
r lives reflect honout,; on their profe ſon, and 
whole writings have: bleſſed e with 
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3 7 ſome 
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THE SA unhappy keauſe "off the groeth 
of ndeltty, which F beg leave to mwiention, 
18 getitrdapprehention”thav the CMtRgy 
tre tiſelves are not theroughly per fuaded f 
the truth and impörtubee bf the CH 
Refg ion, fnafmubhr as they: fclemnby JUbL 
ſchibe Ar ride, which they deo not u] ben 
be V and declare publicly in Goßes prel 
ſenee , theit 2Hνννj’i Int a "HEY 
to; * in Gin“ VOIR WER 
ae, ig apprive'y perhaps,” heartily con 
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i & Þ 
and chat, in the moſt ſolemn manner; your 
Lordſhips require, and they are confſtramed 
to give, unfeigned aſent and conſent to cer- 
rain matters and forms,, which, at the füme 
time, o erb judge to be highly cenſur- 
able and wrong — What will, my Lords, 
what muſt à doubting enquizer naturally 
| conclude; but, that the profefſign of Ch. 
flianity is all artifice and pretence! That 
there is no ſuch thing as conſcience, in- 
tegrity, or faith in tranſactions, relating 
to eccleſiaſtical concerns! That the ter- 
rors, which the Goſþe/ threatens to the 
| hypocrite and unbeliever, are known, by 
thoſe who, preach. them, to be all but 
an empty phantom; as are the rewards 
alſo, which it promiſes to thoſe who 
are patron. confeſs" and ayow | * 
truth! Wl i 


1. n The 
[3] Biſhop — "oh — He is forced to * 
© That having had much free converſation with many 
% who have been fatally corrupted with athriſtic and in- 
\*<-fidel principles; they have very often owned to him, 
15 that nothing ſo much promoted this in them as the 
bs very bad opinion which they took up; 120 all Clergy- 
n nf 


e That 


( # 


The. Antioles cd ee beste 
ſhips are obliged to make every Clergiman 
ſubſctibe, and which: every Ciergyman does 
with great ſolemnity ſubſuribe, it is noto- 
rious to the whole world are ſtrongly, 
what is called, Trinttürian and Caluimiſtic 
Little leis notorzous is it, that the Ciergy are, 
generally, gone far from the religious ſenti- 
ments which the Articles expreſs, and aré 
many, or even molt of them either Lnitas 
rian or Armin. What, then, can any 
ſerious impartial W judge; When 


r ob een - Wn wil ee e 


off Wunden did bot en #4, contempt-eths! = 


tc World that diligence, and carpgſineſs with. , op 
1 zo. the 7 truths of the Chri/ ian roi ig10n, W ich 
tt they reckoned they would molt certainly have; if they 
«themſelves firmly believed i it. They therefore concluded; 
chat thoſe whoſe buſineſs, it was more ſtrictiy: to en- 
« quire into the truth of their religion, knew that 
eit was not fo certain, as they themſelves, for other 
«ends, endeayoured to make the world believe it was : 
& and that though, for the cartying on their own au- 
« thority or forttiner, which in one word they called 
their trade, they ſeemed very'poſitive" in affirming 
«the truth of their dectrine, yet they in their own 


< hearts did not believe it, ſince they lived ſo little fuir- 
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_ gentlemen. in the Unitarian ſcheme ſub- 


ſcribe ſolemuly, in Gop's preſence, (i. e. 0 
calling upon H1M to witneſs to the fncerity | 


| and truth with which they ſubſcribe), the 
| Farft, the Second, and the, Eighth Articles 


of the Church, which ſtrongly aſſert — 
Art. I. That there is but ONE twving and true 


S805 Aud in the Unity of this GoDurAD, 


there be THREE PERSONS,/OF ONB SUB 
STANCE, , POWER AND , ETERNITY, ; {be © 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Art., II. 
That the SON is THE VERY and ETERNAL 
Gor F ONE SUBSTANCE with. the Fa- 


 THER—Art, VIII. And that. the Creed of 
| Athanaſius ought thoroughly to be received and 


believed; for it may be proved by moft certain 
warrants of holy ſcripture? And that who-. 
ever does not belieue it faithfully, ſball be myſt 
certainly and everlaſtingly damned? k 
In like manner the gentlemen who fa- 
vour what is called the Arminian ſcheme, 


and reject the Calvuiniſtio, ſtand for th before 


Gop, and ſubſcribe, and declare that the 
do it willingly and ex animo, (i. e. ſincerely 
and from their heart) the Ninth, Thir- 
teenth, Seventeenth and Eighteenth Articles, 


as likewiſe the Twentieth, which ex preſsly 
affirm 


. A 
«firm — Art. IX. «That "ORIGINAL," or” 
BIRTH=SIN "#5 tbe fault or corruption of = 
the nature of roery man, that is naturally 
engendered” of the \offspring of Adam; and 
in dry perſon burn into this . world it DE- 
 $ERvxETH Gop's WRATH” ard DAMNA- 
Pon Art. XIII. That works done before 
the grace of Chriſt, and the inſpiration of 
bis ſpirit, are nat pleafing to Go, fordſ= 
nuch at they bring not of faith in Jeſus 
Cliriſt, neither do they make men meet to re- 
ceive grace; yea, — we doubt not but they 
have the nature of fin. — Art. XVII. That 
PReDESTINATION fo Life it the everlaſting 
pur poſe of Gow,” whereby {before the foun- 
dation of tbe world) be hath conflantly de- 
treed by his counſel, ſecret to us, to deliver 
from ' curſe' and damnation thoſe whom be 
hath: choſtn in Chriſt out of mankind, and 
to bring them by Chriſt to everlaſting ſaloa- 
tion; as veſſels made to honour. And as the 
godly confideration of Predeſtination, and our 
Election in Chriſt, is full of ſweet, pleaſant 
and unſpeakable comfort to godly perſons, ſi 
for curious and carnal perſons, lacking the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, to have continually before 
their eyes the ſentence of Gov's predeſti- 
* — - nation, 


[-{ ren} 

nation, ir a moſt dangerous 'downfal, whereby 
the Devil dath thruftithem-erther into defpes': 
ration, or into aoretcbleſſmeſs of moft unclean 
/eving fr: 120g togtonqrt on ft er cee 
Art. XVIII. They: alſo: are tobe beld u- 
curſed; w preſume ta ſay, tbat every man 
ſhall be: faved iy the lau or ſect awhich b 
profeſſeth,' ſo that he be diligent ta frame his. 
life according ta that law, and the light 
of nature. Art. XX. The. Church + Aar h 
power to decree rites or ceremonies, and au- 


* e L N ' " 


N in e Us {On 6. 1 


f nm Y9 7: 


eee my 0 are hub added | 
the Church repreſents as the plain and the 
undoubted doctrines of Chriſtianity. 75510 
it declares to be the true Gojpel of Jeſus 
Chriſt; And 7heſe, it obliges every. one of 
its Miniſters to ſubſcribe with his hand, 
in the preſence of " Almighty Gop, and 
ſolemnly to declare, ht be Believes them 
1a be agreeable to the word of God [c], be- 
fore he is OR NANNY to ae in an chas 


* TI" 8 C3. 1 * By n 11 >; (1 po is} 7 1271 * 
* * 5 ; . 
N52 Dea, Sahne en 434 oy 34 
” 7 
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19 Canon, NNXVI, to; ge 


(19 ] 
No if the generality of the Clergy Id] 
do in their conſciences believe this (in ſome 
one, at leaſt, or more points, if not in all) 
to be a very falſe repreſentation of che 
doctrines of CHRISTIANITY ; a repte- 
ſentation injurious to the perfections of Gop; 
= bighly diſhonourable and 'repugnant' 
. mig but do Nr 


* 


1 «/Predeftinat 11 (ſays Ties member of that 
body) ta doctrine ſhacking, and manifeſtly contrary 
« to all the notions men naturally have of Gon, as a 
66 wiſe, juſt, and good being, was oppoſed by Arminius; 
<« 'who left behind him a man better qualified than him- 
aich e carry on the cauſe he had eſpouſed, I mean 

© the great Egiſcapiurʒ whoſe: writings ſoon flew. all over 
* Europe, and were much. read by the divines of the 
* Ch preb « of England, and to very good purpoſe ; for 

Aden after Calviniſm vaniſhed from amongſt them 
Wguite and * you Erkan wy on erte | 
bag. 13, 16. | 

So the late 3 of naue, in "ey iu 
Sermons, * acknowledges it a thing beyond all con- 
6c tradiftion, that the doarine of the Church of Eng- 
c Land, delivered in its Articles, relating to Juſliſca- 
gin, Go s Decyees, and what are called the five Points, 
„ hath undergone ſuch. alterations as to be entirely chang - 
te ed, in the writings and diſcourſes of moſt of the 
« members of that church, ny oops on e for 
the 42 J 


conſent 


[' 14: ]' 

conſent ds ſalemnly.t0 fell the Arti- 
cles kbgvementined, and to declare them 
| agreeabla,.to the Scriptures: —, What, my 
Lords, I again aſk, with gteat aſtoniſh- 
ment and concern, will, not only ſagacious 
Delle, but every attentive perſon, with good 
reaſon preſume . But that Sngſy and 
rrath age fed. from. the earth a leaf, 
that the Church is no more the ſacred tem- 
ple, where theſe. heavenly, gueſts dwell ! 
What, but that he contempt o principle 
complained of as brought into the higher part 
of the world, reigns not only there; but 
23 its baneful influence on another 
order of men; an order, whoſe chief de- 
ſign,” and whoſe only glory it is, to be pAr- 
terms, as well as Preachers of uncotrupted 
faith and integrity amongſt men: who, 
no farther than they act up to this their 
primitive deſign, are of any benefit to ſo- 
ciety; and in what meaſure they chunter- 
alt it, by chewing a contempt of principle, 
and exhibit. patterns of double- denling and 
infincerity to the world, they become of 
all men the moſt unworthy: and inſtead 
of meriting the eſteem, deſerve nought 
| ber the re and the indignation of 

1251.34 ſociety. 


(oF) 
ſociety. If the ſalt hath loft itt faltneſs,” 
the ſupreme Judge hath expreſsly ſaid, re- 
lating to this very point, it ir an mo "the 
dung bill, and trodden under ft. Se: 


Original fin, one of the moſt lade of 
our late Biſhops [e] hath frankly declared 
„ to be @ contradittion in terms: for as 
<« the. word n implies an act of the 
« will, ſo the word original implies the 
« direct contrary; and ſuppoſes the erimi- 
« nal act to have been committed by an- 
*« other perſon," to which act that perſon, 
e whom the fin. is imputed, neither 
< ee * eee PS or 
«6 deed.” 18 
But, beßdes 1 add tee in e 
which the learned Biſhop aſſerts; to affirm, 
my Lords, as the Article (Art. IX.) is ſup- 
poſed to do, that every member of the hu- 
man race, upon the accqunt of Adam's fin 
doth really merit Gon's wrath and damma- 
tion: that is to ſay, that afants are no 
ſooner born than they become juſt objects 
of God's heavy anger, and dg/erve te be. 
DAMNED: 0 be DAMNED: for. an Mm in 


#3 


(41 Thoughts on Selk Lene, ben; 5 60. p. 17. 
FE, Horde, . | which 
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which they had? nat the leaſt ſhare 2 
20 committed. r Abonſand years... before 


bey vame into being That the all· perſect 
add bleſſed Gon is angty, even to br 
with the work of his own hands, he | 


neter have done, were »NEVET- capable of 


dompg che leaſt. thing to end hi- This, 
my Lords, will be pronounced. a doctrige 
ſoabhorrent to nature, to juſtice, to truth, 
(may it not be ſaid ſo impious and prafune 3) 
that it is candidly preſumed, that there is 
not one ſenſible and ſober ler gyman ip the 
kingdom who believes it: and — 
niſhing to conſider! there is not ane Clerg Hs 
man in the kingdom, but hath folemy may 
/ dit s_ not dne Biſbop | in the king- 
dem, but. abſolutely inſiſts upon it, a8 an 


indiſpenſable condition of admiſſion to the 


Cbriſtian Miniſtry; even the learne 
Hool not excepted, - Who are preſumed to 
know e and to eee it to be a conſe 


ge Ws Wa 28 — 

diftion in terms. : * 
cle chere any virtue, m * or or ho- 

nur; any prudence or diſcretion in "ack 


as had * 


procedure as this? Does it not directly tend 


4 woot rela 


to violate and lay waſte. the conſcience ; : to 


. throw down, every fc oe, of integrity £2 
Swat 3 tru 


— 


. 9 


and wrong? For; why, it may be jultiyaſk· 


tive, to So ron. tending yd to defeat 


1 5 1 


neentiouſneſs both of principle and of prac = 
tice; to break in lite 2 delugt, and to ſweep 
from ſociety all diſtinction bett right 


ed, fhould it be aceoufted more criminal to 
equivocate and coll ade onthe/Exchengey than 
inthe Chureb? Vea, why more atrocidus to 
kifs the boek in a Civil Court in atteſtation 
to © fact, which I believe not to be trus; 
than to ſubſeribe before Got Articlecif Rev 
Blot! WHIGE 1 believe to be falfe? Fo me, 
m Lofds, T'profeſs' Feminly, the ations 

mite che fame in à moral eſtima- 


Hon Fance Fa bearing in the State ſeems 


riea 0 5 as "reconcileable to honeſty and truth, 
as 2 Eads and inſincere Nb ſeribing in the 
Church. r e erde WW.) oven 

There are 4 variety of evaffbe mifts, 1 
know, of mental reſerbations ind forced 
explications, by which Gentlemen endeavour 
to ſoften and extenuate their conduct in this 
matter: but if weighed in an impartial ba- 
lance, theſe will be found to be of à natute 
unſpeakably detrimental, and even deſtruc- 
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kin. dllguifing or concealing the tiuth in 
25 a caſe of the greateſt moment in La 
er-Hall. 
fe not this to Sie erg en 10, thoſe 
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who are too ready ito. {eek,.vecatior i90,..not 
ny to aiſbelieve, but to reproach and vi/ify 
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deration, before they entered upon any other mat- 
ter whatſoever, how to provide for the future, 
that their privileges might not be infringed or 
broken. Nevertheleſs, after ſome debate con- 
cerning the matter of the conference, two queſ- 
tions were propoſed ; 1ſt, Whether to proceed 
no farther in the Bill; and 2dly, Whether to a- 
with the Houſe of Commons; and the 
queſtion being put, Whether the firſt queſtion 
mould be firſt put, it was reſolved in the ne- 
gative. Then the queſtion was put, Whe- 
* ther to agree with the Houſe of Commons, 
according to their laſt conference ;”” which was 
reſolved in the affirmative. On the fame day, 
being the 27th of Fuly, 1663, the Bill received 
the Royal Aﬀent, | 
Thus it appears to have been the ſenſe of 
the Legiſlature, upon a very diſtin& and parti- 
cular conſideration of the matter, that the un- 
feigned aſſent and confent, required by the Act 
of Uniformity, relates not to the Uſe only, but 
to the inward and entire Approbation, of what- 
ever 1s contained and preſcribed in the Book of 
Common-Prayer. Lords Journals, Vol. xi. p. 564. 
570. 572. 573- 574. 577. 579. Commons fotr- 
nals, Vol. vill. p. 526. 533, 534. 
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